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COURTESY, LIBRARY, CITY ART MUSEUM OF ST. LOUIS 


“BRIDEY OR BLARNEY?” 


We considered “Wizards That Peep 
and Mutter” (WitNEss, April 10) a timely 
and helpful article. That’s why we made 
a discussion outline “Bridey or Blar- 
ney?” for use by our 600-plus student- 
serving pastors. 

We thought it would be a good thing 
if students brought copies of the WIT- 
NEss to the discussion class. 

Keep coming with the good things. 


RupoteH Norden, Editorial Assistant 
Student Service Commission 


Chicago 


ARTICLE ON FAITH HEALING 


At our last pastoral conference the 
matter of faith healing was discussed. 
It is the general consensus of our con- 
ference that this manner of presenting 
the power of faith is causing considerable 
unrest among our people, especially with 
reference to the nationally televised pro- 
gram of Oral Roberts. The brethren felt 
that some information concerning this 
present type of activity should be placed 
in the hands of our people. 

The alacrity of presenting some ex- 
cellent material on the current fad for 
amateur hypnosis in a recent issue of 
the LuTHERAN WITNESS suggested to us 
that it might also be possible for our 
synodical publication to present a similar 
article giving our people a proper Scrip- 
tural understanding of this current phe- 
nomenon of faith healing. Our confer- 
ence would like to strongly urge’ the 
editorial staff to consider the publication 
of such an article in the LuTHERAN WIT- 
NnEss for consumption by our people. We 
feel that this would be of great benefit 
to the church at large. 

CrepaR Rapips CONFERENCE 
RALPH UNDERWAGER, Secretary 
Hiawatha, Iowa 


Nore: The WITNESS hopes to comply 
with this request shortly. 


“KEEP IN TOUCH” 


I read the WrrneEss every issue from 
cover to cover. It’s one of the best ways 
I know of to keep in touch with all the 
news and with pertinent information 
concerning the church. I take great pride 
in my church and its uncompromising 
attention to the Word of God. I espe- 
cially like the way you present all issues 
of controversy in the church. 

The most disheartening thing in our 
Christian life is to see so many of our 
Christians take Christ so much for 
granted and their stewardship life so 
lightly. 

San Antonio, Tex. Mnkrs. M. R. Gress 


FOUND 


The Salvation Army of Indianapolis 
picks up old newspapers and other ar- 
ticles, and I noticed that when the men 
found copies of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, 
they laid them aside separately. So now 
I put all religious papers together. 


Arcadia, Ind. AMANDA UNGER WEER 


Letters 


Letters addressed to this department must be signed, although names 


“PEOPLE” 


The Lutheran Hour might seriously 
consider changing its slogan, “Bringing 
Christ to the Nations,” to “Bringing 
Christ to the People.” I would venture 
to say that a cross section of our people, 
while greatly interested in national and 
international developments, are primarily 
interested in people as individuals, re- 
gardless of national, racial, economic, or 
social status. 


Henry J. vON SCHLICHTEN 
Port Washington, N. Y. 


PAMPHLETS NEEDED 


I wish to commend you most heartily 
for the articles which appeared in the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS 17 January, 31 Janu- 
ary, 14 February, and 28 February in re- 
gard to “Be Ready to Give an Answer — 
To the Mormons — To the Seventh Day 
Adventists — To the Christian Scientists, 
and To the Jehovah’s Witneses.” 

You are perhaps aware that each of 
these groups is active in Germany, ped- 
dling their wares among the Armed 
Forces as well as among the German 
people. The latest is a team of Mormon 
missionaries who have had the boldness 
to come into our Service Center to prop- 
agandize our German secretary-hostess. 
She was grateful for the summary you 
gave in the LUTHERAN WITNESS concern- 
ing the Mormons. I have had inquiries 
from other Germans who have been ap- 
proached by them. 

Is it possible to publish these articles 
in pamphlet form for a more general dis- 
tribution? I am thinking of using these 
articles as a basis or text in discussion 
groups at our Service Center. I plan to 
include Germans who understand Eng- 
lish in these discussion hours. There is 
a definite need to expose these false re- 
ligions and, of course, to set forth the 
true faith as taught by the Lutheran 
Church. 

(Rev.) Cart M. Srrter (A.L. C.) 
Kaiserslautern, Germany 


“ENLIGHTENED ME” 


Your articles on Mormonism, Chris- 
tian Science, and Jehovah’s Witnesses 
enlightened me. I have friends in all 
three, but never before realized how 
many people are being led astray from 
the true Word of God.... 

_I enjoy your magazine. Many worth- 
while articles are in it for me. I thank 
God for Martin Luther and our Missouri 
Synod. I read the Portals of Prayer and 
all the literature I find on our church 
rack, What an opportunity it has given 
me! I’ve learned so much from them. 


Downey, Calif. Bat. 


“BE FAIR” 


The LurHeran WItNEss is good, but it 
seems to me that from time to time there 
are expressions on functional operations 
which are personal opinions and do not 
present both sides of the subject matter. 
This is true of what you quote on page 
153 of the April 24 issue. 

What is said there may be true of 


withheld upon request. We reserve the right to reject, print in full, o 
matter not pertinent, according to the nature of the letter and space limite 
The opinions expressed by readers are not necessarily those of the E 


some fund-raising organizations. FE 
ever, last fall three Lutheran chu 
of our city, including our own, and 
of our churches in a neighboring t 
had most wonderful experiences witl 
firm engaged. The approach was 
evangelical and Christian in every 
and the results most gratifying. The 
sults would not have been the sa 
we had handled our building-fund ¢ 
paign ourselves. People were amazejj( 
the results achieved. 

From personal inquiry prior to 
campaign I know there are other 2 
where the experiences were the sd 
So, let’s be fair in our presentation! 


(Rev.) W. P. CLaus# 
Thief River Falls, Minn. 


ik 
THE COVER 


The Baptism of Christ was painted 

El Greco, a Greek painter (born in Cay; 
dia, Crete, 1541) who lived in Spain. 
painting shows the presence of the Tri}, 
ity. St. John the Baptist is baptiz lj 
his Lord in the River Jordan. “A i 
f 


A 


lo, the heavens were opened unto | 
and He saw the Spirit of God descend ## 
like a dove.” The voice of God 

Father, saying: “This is My belo 
Son, in whom I am well pleased,” 
Greco depicts in the Latin words 
the banner which the angels are holdi 

Modern critics rank him among 
greatest painters of the baroque. 
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A Pentecost Meditation 


C7 will not leave you comfortless. 

I will pray the Father, and He 
shall give you another Com- 
rter, that He may abide with you 
ever.” Such was the promise of 
1e Lord to His disciples after an- 
ouncing the impending withdrawal 
* His visible presence from them. 

There are many truths in God’s 
oly Word from which we do not 
raw the rich comfort which God de- 
res and which we require. This may 
= due to lack of knowledge, under- 
nding, recollection, application, and 
<perience. God’s truths must be 
nown in order to be applied by us, 
ven though imperfectly, and fre- 
uently deep spiritual experience 
ads to a fuller measure of under- 
anding. For some the comfort of the 
atherhood of God is enhanced by 
lial and parental relationship; for 
thers the comfort of our Savior Jesus 
hrist becomes richer because the 
edeemer shares our flesh. 

For many of us, however, the com- 
yt of the Holy Spirit remains more 
smote because it has not become 
urrent in our day-to-day lives as 
rod wants it to be. It is more than 

mere truism to confess: “I am a 
(oly Ghost Christian.” There simply 
-no other kind. 


The Constancy of the Spirit’s 
Ministry 


“T will not leave you comfortless.” 
he richness of the comfort which our 
ord places at our disposal is indi- 
ated by the abundance of revelation 
rhich He offers about the gracious 
rork of the Holy Spirit. The Old 
estament is replete with information 
bout the person and the work of the 
foly Ghost. Conservative Biblical 
scholarship finds it in more than 80 
assages. The New Testament offers 
1ore than 250 references scattered 
nrough all the principal books. From 
ne first chapter of Genesis to the last 
hapter of Revelation the constancy 
f the Spirit’s ministry is maintained. 


The Spirit of Might 


“I will not leave you comfortless.” 
here is comfort in the variety of the 
pirit’s activity and work. Not only 
vas He present at Creation, but the 
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“Not ... Comfortless” 


By LORENZ WUNDERLICH, Professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


prophet Isaiah assigns to God’s Spirit 
a specific part in the existence and 
preservation of the universe. Both 
Job and the Psalmist ascribe our life 
and continued existence to the Spirit. 
Again, the Spirit of God is responsi- 
ble for God’s revelation to us. The 
Prophets were led by the Spirit to 
prophesy of the grace that should 
come, and the Apostles were induced 
by the same Spirit to proclaim the 
Gospel. God’s holy men spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
Once again, the Holy Spirit is as- 
sociated with the principal events in 
the life of the incarnate Christ. The 
conception of the virgin mother re- 
sulted from the miraculous action of 
the Spirit. He descended upon Jesus 
at His Baptism. He led the Son of 
God to His temptation. The Spirit 
was given to Christ without measure. 
The preaching and the miracles of our 
Lord were attended by the presence 
and the power of the Spirit. Christ 
even “offered Himself without blem- 
ish unto God” by the eternal Spirit. 


The Spirit of Knowledge 


“T will not leave you comfortless.” 
This comfort becomes more meaning- 
ful when we personally avail our- 
selves of the full ministry of the 
Spirit unto salvation. He it is “who 
calls us by the Gospel to obtain the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He 
makes it possible for us to confess 
“that Jesus is the Lord.” He enrolls 
us as citizens of the Kingdom through 
rebirth “of the water and the Spirit.” 
Through His power we are filled 
“with all joy and peace in believing, 
that we may abound in hope.” By 
Him we are “washed, we are sancti- 
fied, we are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.” 

These are high, holy truths. More 
than that. They are comforting truths. 
Our Savior has accomplished our re- 
demption through His suffering, 
death, and resurrection. The Spirit of 
God makes it possible for us to accept 
this truth for our eternal salvation. 


The Spirit of Understanding 


“T will not leave you comfortless.” 
Judged by standards of men, the 
above gracious acts of the Holy Spirit 
are surely more than adequate. Not 
so, however, according to the econ- 
omy of God. Having done all this, the 
Spirit of God does not leave us to our 
weak, faltering, sinful selves. He has 
too great an investment in us. He does 
not only desire to make our salvation 
secure. He also wants our redeemed 
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life to be a peaceful, confident, and 
joyful one. He does this not by trans- 
ferring us from the life that now is 
to that which is to come but by plac- 
ing His full ministry at our disposal. 
He does that not by furloughing us 
from the field of battle but by rein- 
forcing us with His indwelling pres- 
ence. He does this not by warding off 
tensions, conflicts, worries, but by 
giving us of His strength and comfort 
to resolve them. 


The Spirit of Counsel and Wisdom 


“T will not leave you comfortless.” 
Are we uncertain about our position 
as children of God? There is cer- 
tainty in the apostolic reminder: “by 
one Spirit we all have access to the 
Father,’ and “the Spirit testifies to 
our spirit that we are the children of 
God.” 

Are we concerned about our re- 
demption and our salvation? There is 
comfort in the truth of God that we 
are “sealed by the Holy Spirit of God 
unto the day of redemption,” that we 
are sealed unto salvation “with that 
Holy Spirit of promise.” 

Are we doubtful about our close- 
ness to God? There is assurance in 
the fact that God dwells in us and we 
dwell in God “by the Spirit which He 
hath given us.” 

Are we discouraged in the face of 
conflicts or with the impotence of our 
Christian virtues? Are we unkind, 
impatient, faithless, sorrowful, hate- 
ful? We can exult that “the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- . 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” 

In the face of all of God’s mercies, 
are our prayers still weak and halt- 
ing? Even then the Comforter does 
not forsake us, for “the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we 
ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered [with sighs too 
deep for words].” 

Are we assailed by doubts about 
our resurrection? There is stifling for 
such doubts in God’s promise: “He 
that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies 
by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

Is our eternal glory a vague future 
instead of a present reality? No less 
than God Himself has given us His 
guarantee, has made a down payment, 
“the earnest of the Spirit,” as His 
eternal pledge. 

Truly, truly, “I shall not leave you 
comfortless.” 


Pentecost 


in India 


By GEORGE LUECKE 


Missionary on furlough from India 


he Introit for Pentecost (May 20) 

begins with the joyful note: “The 

Spirit of the Lord filleth the 
world! Hallelujah!” 


We can see thrilling evidence of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in India 
today. 


The Indian church faces powerful 
opposition. There is the pressure of 
a culture that would relegate Christ 
to a position in the Hindu pantheon. 
There are national leaders who equate 
Hinduism with patriotism and want to 
stamp out Christianity as a foreign 
movement. In parts of India an effort 
is being made to draw Christians into 
Hinduism with the offer of govern- 
ment offices or educational grants. 


The Spirit of God is not bound. 
The church continues to pour forth 
her prophetic message: “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself.” Men and women are turn- 
ing to Christ with a readiness to 
believe, to obey, to give, and, if need 
be, to die for Him. This is the great 
unpublicized news of India today. 


A College Boy 


- One afternoon last summer a col- 
lege boy rushed up to me with en- 
thusiasm. He was a Vellalla, a caste 


Some of these Indians at Kattakal have suffered real persecution because of their faith. Partly 
shown at right is Missionary M. J. Lutz, stationed at Munangadi, South Malabar 
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Hindu, from a village a few miles 
south of Nagercoil. “I have found 
Christ through the radio,” he started, 
“and I want to learn more of Him. 
I want instruction classes in my vil- 
lage, where I can get others to study 
with me. I will get twenty of my 


‘friends into a class.” 


Somewhat startled, I asked, “Have 
you been a practicing Hindu?” 

“T don’t want to talk about that,” 
he insisted, “for those gods are all 
rubbish. I have found the living God!” 

I inquired further: “In your vil- 
lage no one else in your caste is 
a Christian. What is the reaction of 
your family to your conversion?” 

There was a note of invincible 
boldness in his reply: “That will be 
a problem. But it won’t stop me. 
I have found Christ!” 

An invasion of the Holy Spirit had 
taken place. The miracle of Pentecost 
had been re-enacted. 


A Bus Driver 


Vethamanickam, a Dravidian cate- 
chist, was asked to. work in a caste 
village. We can hardly exaggerate the 
difficulty of this type of venture. It 
meant entering a village hostile to 
Christianity. It meant that an out- 
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caste would have to speak to caste 
people. Although Vethamanickan 
was much afraid, he had the Gospeff 
of Jesus Christ and the will to spread} 
it. With fear and trembKng he en 
tered the town. 

Shortly after his arrival, Vetha- 
manickam met Mariraj, a local bu 
driver. Mariraj had heard something 
of Christianity during his army life 
and was interested in learning more 
The two studied Holy Scripture man 
evenings, often until well into the 
morning. Mariraj was touched by the 
Spirit of God. He believed. 

Across the windshield of his b 
he pasted the Bible verse: “The blooe 
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses 
us from all sin.” Mariraj noticed that 
many of his friends were avoiding 
him. They did not like to see the 
change in him. On Christmas he 
invited them to his house for a large 
tea party. He spoke of his experience 
in Christ and the peace that he had 
found. They listened. Mariraj has notf) 
stopped speaking since that day, and! 
the Spirit has been working through’ 
him. In that village 40 to 50 people} 
are now gathering regularly to wor- 
ship the Savior. 


A Group of Coolies 


A group of young men in a village 
south of Madura were won for Christ 
by a government schoolteacher who 
gathered them in the evenings for 
Bible study. They faced many diffi- ff 
culties. First was the absolute refusal J 
of their wives to have anything to do 
with Christianity. Then there was the 
problem of building a church. 

For weeks and weeks the young § 
men tried to find a site for a house § 
of. worship, but every way seemed J 
closed. They prayed. One evening as §} 
they were praying earnestly a man § 
came and offered them a small plot. 
It was just big enough for a small § 
house of prayer. | 

The day of their Baptism brought § 
new trials. When they returned from 
the ceremony, they found the door: 


service, resolved upon a sort of boy- | 
cott. They refused to cook their hus- . 
bands’ meals, let them into the house, | 
or even speak to them. For three days 
the newly baptized men waited and | 
fasted and prayed. The women re- | 
lented to the extent of cooking for | 
the husbands, but refused to have any _ 
other dealing with them. The cold 
war was waged for many days. 
At last, after several months, the 
patience of these Christian men was 
rewarded. The women surrendered 
and confessed that they, too, needec 
the same Savior. They were baptize 
and with their husbands turned 
idols to serve the living Christ. 
The Holy Spirit is at work in India 
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The skyline of Minneapolis as seen from Loring Lake 


art I|— The Twin Cities — The Capital of Lutheranism 


By ERHARD H. BOHRER, Co-ordinating Counselor of the Minnesota District, Minneapolis 


utheran churches and Lutheran 

institutions have exerted a 

strong influence in the Twin 
Yities, particularly in Minneapolis. 
“he present strength of Twin City 
iutheranism had its beginning about 
hundred years ago when Rev. Wil- 
ielm Wier came to the St. Paul area 
nd organized several congregations, 
mong them Trinity, at present a 
nember of the Wisconsin Synod, and 
id Emanuel (Missouri Synod) of 
South St. Paul. 

Although the Missouri Synod was 
it a constant loss to supply workers 
o minister to the needs of the rapidly 
‘rowing numbers of Lutheran im- 
nigrants even in 1856, in that year 
he Northern District sent mission- 
ities to minister to the Indians in the 
Territory of Minnesota and to the 
irst German Lutherans in St. An- 
hony Falls and Minneapolis. Our 
‘hurch’s activity here is as old as the 
ity itself; this year Minneapolis is 
ybserving its centennial. 

Today approximately 60 Synodical 
Sonference churches — about 50 be- 
onging to the Missouri Synod —in 
he Twin Cities and surrounding 
ireas will welcome the delegates and 
risitors to the 43d synodical conven- 
ion of the Missouri Synod, June 20 
o 30. Old Emanuel of South St. Paul 
ast year celebrated its 100th anniver- 
ary. In St.Paul, Zion Church was 
ganized in 1863. In the following 
fears various newer congregations 
were organized: St. Peter’s, Bethle- 
1em, St. Stephen’s, Redeemer, Our 
Savior, and Jehovah. 

In the Minneapolis area, Trinity 
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First is commemorating its centennial 
this year. Her daughter congregation 
is Immanuel. Among other churches 
which have been established later are 
Mount Olive, Christ, and St. James. 


200 Lutheran Churches 
in the Twin Cities 


In the Twin Cities there are at 
present some 200 Lutheran churches 
of various synods. Three Lutheran 
bodies have their national headquar- 
ters in Minneapolis. One of these, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, is 
holding its national convention in 
Minneapolis at the same time the 
Missouri Synod is meeting in St. Paul. 
A poll of the three denominations 
planning the newly proposed Lu- 
theran merger to form The American 
Lutheran Church, which will consti- 
tute one of the three larger church 
bodies and will have a membership 
approximately equal to the Missouri 
Synod’s, chose Minneapolis as a 
headquarters site. 

Because of the high percentage of 
Lutheran congregations in the Twin 
Cities, three synodical headquarters, 
three Lutheran seminaries, a Lu- 
theran Senior College, the Missouri 
Synod’s Concordia College, three 
welfare societies, numerous Lutheran 
hospitals, Lutheran homes, hospices, 
child care and placing agencies and 
institutions, delegates and visitors at- 
tending Synod’s convention in June 
will readily understand the claims 
made by Minnesota’s Lutherans when 
they refer to the Twin Cities as the 
capital of Lutheranism in America. 
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The first building (erected in 1867) of Trinity 
First Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, is now used 
as an apartment house 


Attractions 


While Synod’s delegates and vis- 
itors will want to attend the conven- 
tion to gain the profitable experience 
of receiving a better insight into the 
activity and working program of their 
church, many who have the time 
either before or after the sessions may 
wish to tour the Twin Cities and the 
vacation land to the north. Visitors 
will see Minneapolis’ modern sky- 
scrapers, world-famous flour mills, 
spacious parks, and with its sister 
metropolis of St. Paul, the gateway to 
Minnesota’s excellent resort lands. 

Minneapolis, with more than one 
half million inhabitants within the 
city limits, is beautiful. The “Father 
of Waters” flows sedately over Saint 
Anthony Falls. Minneapolis has about 
6,000 acres of public property; it also 
has Minnehaha Falls, commemorated 
in American poetry; 22 lakes within 
the city; an impressive downtown 
skyline; Hennepin and Nicollet Ave- 
nues, the “Broadway” and “Fifth 
Avenue” of the Upper Midwest. It is 
the “Flour City,” headquarters for 
the five largest wheat-milling com- 
panies in the world. 

Visitors in Minneapolis will have 
occasion to see the world-famous 
Aquatennial. The Minneapolis Sym- 
phony Orchestra will give a special 
concert at the St.Paul Auditorium 
during convention week. To these 
and other events the church’s dele- 
gates are invited. 

As Synod’s delegates from all over 
the world are looking forward to and 
preparing for their church’s meeting 
in St. Paul in order to contribute their 
share in promoting the King’s busi- 
ness, their fellow Lutherans in Min- 
nesota pray that God will bless the 
43d convention, so that it may be a 
blessing to the church. With this end 
in view, Missouri Synod Lutherans in 
Minnesota issue a hearty welcome to 
all delegates and visitors to the Twin 
Cities, the capital of Lutheranism in 
the North. 

A forthcoming issue of the Lu- 
THERAN Witness will bring a brief 
description of the convention itself 
and the convention city of St. Paul. 
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THE PRESIDENT 


Some congregations are exception- 
ally successful. They have excellent at- 
tendance at services. Their program of 
parish education — whether it be in the 
Christian day school, the vacation Bible 
school, the Sunday school, or the Bible 
classes for the various age levels — 
teems with interest on the part of peo- 
ple. Their organizations are very active, 
especially in the spiritual phases of their 
program. Their missionary outlook and 
activity is extraordinary. Why all this 
success? Next to the gracious blessings 
of God, this must be attributed to the 
fact that these churches are blessed with 
members who realize that God wants 
them to be good stewards. 

What is true of congregations is 
equally true of the church at large, 
whether that be a synodical District or 
Synod itself. Hence our convention in 
St. Paul will necessarily concern itself 
with a program of stewardship. 

What may we expect? We should 
look for ever better indoctrination on 
this important phase of the church’s 
program, ever better suggestions as to 
an effective carrying out of the pro- 
gram, and an ever greater emphasis on 
the only correct motivation of Christian 
stewardship. 


What Does Stewardship Mean? 


Have we not heard enough about 
stewardship? Should not everybody be 
well informed? Evidently not. Experi- 
ence shows that when the topic is men- 
tioned, many people immediately think 
of money. They equate stewardship and 
church finances. Of course, finances 
are a part of the stewardship program 
of the congregation, the District, and 
‘the church at large. But— and it is 
important that we remember this — 
finances are merely a part of the pro- 
gram. Stewardship embodies much 
more than our monetary contributions. 
Were we to ask St. Paul what true 
Christian stewardship means, he would 
say: “Know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is 
in you, which ye have of God, and ye 
are not your own? ... Ye are bought 
with a price. Therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” “He [Christ] died for all that 
they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves but unto Him 
which died for them and rose again.” — 
Or the great Apostle might refer us 
to his own experience and say: “For 
to me to live is Christ.” According to 
these and similar passages, those who 
say: “The total dedication of life to 
Christ for what He has done for us is 
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stewardship” or “The out-pouring of 
one’s life and substance in humble grati- 
tude to God for Calvary is stewardship” 
or “The dedication of one’s self, time, 
talent, and treasure is stewardship” 
are surely presenting Scriptural defini- 
tions. We might also say: “The stew- 
ardship life is a life of sanctification.” 

Our synodical Stewardship Secre- 
tary, Rev. John E. Herrmann, will aid 
our delegates to the convention to come 
to an ever clearer understanding of this 
important matter by delivering an essay, 
covering two one-half hour periods, on 
the topic: “A Trust, O Lord, from 
Thee” (Our Church’s Stewardship of 
the Gospel). 


Our Stewardship Record 


Our convention will concern itself 
with reports from Synod’s_ various 
boards and committees. Since whatever 
we have been permitted to do — 
whether it be the training of pastors, 
teachers, and missionaries; or the calling 
or sending of these men into their fields 
of service; or the work of evangelism, 
the reaching of the unchurched; or the 
work among our young people; or the 
service to students at colleges and uni- 
versities: or to the men and women in 
military service; or the work of social 
welfare — all may be classified under 
stewardship in the wider sense, we shall 
ask ourselves what the record reveals. 

Because of God’s blessings we may 
recognize growth and improvement in 
the various areas of Synod’s work. 
More laborers for the Lord’s vineyard 
were trained; more mission fields were 
entered, both at home and abroad; 
more schools and schoolrooms were 
opened. But only a month ago our 
District Presidents informed us. that, 
after all the ministerial candidates had 
been assigned their calls, there were 
still 244 bona fide vacancies in the 32 
Districts in North America. To this we 
should add the many vacancies in our 
South American Districts. And what 
shall we say about the many vacancies 
in our foreign fields? God has opened 
many doors, and we have not been 
able to enter. Why not? Because we 
lack both men and money. 

In the last issue of the WITNESS 
Synod’s Stewardship Secretary furnished 
some information about the results of 
our “Venture of Faith” for the first 
two months of Synod’s fiscal year. He 
referred especially to the financial con- 
tributions for Synod from our congre- 
gations. And finances are a part of 
stewardship. He referred to a com- 
mendable increase over last year. More 
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of our congregations have made use of 
the information imparted by our Stew-}hj, 
ardship Department. 

However, a recent note receivedii 
from Rev. John E. Herrmann stateszf}p 
“Twelve hundred congregations have}, 
given little or nothing during the first 
two months — in spite of all the infor-} 
mation received. These will and ‘ 
must be contacted by Visitors soon.” ii 
Since the goal for the first six months ti 
is 50% of $12,900,000.00, Pastor Herr-ii 
mann advises: “Congregations that are fii 
behind are urged to have special offer-§ 
ings for missions on Pentecost — or be- 
fore August 1.” — This is not to be aff! 
“special collection,” but a special effort 
of the congregation to reach its “fair I 
share” for the work which the congre-| 
gation is permitted to do jointly with # 
other congregations, the training and| 
sending out of pastors, teachers, and | 
missionaries. 


Our Stewardship Needs 


Our St. Paul Convention will hear 
not merely about financial needs, but | 
about the need of a year-round program 
of missionary education and informa- 
tion in our congregations. We need an | 
emphasis on more mission sermons, }} 
Bible-based mission sermons, mission | 
topic studies, teaching young and old | 
about mission opportunities, mission 
privileges. We must inform our people 
better. We must convince them that 
Synod’s work is their work. We should | 
not speak of prayers and contributions } 
for “outside” purposes. Then we shall 
manifest greater interest. We _ shall 
pray more earnestly. We shall con 
tribute more willingly and liberally. 
We shall not be satisfied to have it said 
that 25 years ago our people gave 12% 
of their contributions for synodical pur- 
poses while today we are giving only 
7% of our contributions to Synod. We 
shall think seriously of the resolution 
passed at the Houston Convention in 
1953. which suggested one dollar of 
every three for missions. Some con- — 
gregations are following that suggestion. 
More should follow it. 

Our convention, after considering 
the Treasurer’s report and suggestions 
of our Stewardship Department, will 
act on important resolutions as they 
will be proposed by Committee 11. 

We are grateful to God that He is 
making our people more mission- 
minded, Kingdom-minded, stewardship- 
minded. May also our convention serve - 
this purpose. 
Joun W. BEHNKEN 


The Paalte 
Ww 


—) 
he Word for the World 


'salm 19:4: “Their line is gone out 
igh all the earth, and their words 
e end of the world.” 


e Psalmist is here extolling the 
lory and majesty of God as re- 
din the realm of nature. “The 
ens declare the glory of God, and 
firmament showeth His handi- 
» he exclaims in the opening 
- of the psalm. All creation tes- 
to the fact that there is a God, 
He is strong, and that He is good. 
Vith this overwhelming and uni- 
il testimony, only “the fool hath 
in his heart, There is no God.” 
such testimony before our eyes 
within our conscience, St. Paul 
ynstrates that no man has an ex- 
to live without the consciousness 
‘od or without a sense of obliga- 
toward Him. 
Sut we have a more sure Word 
even the testimony of nature. 
sus Christ, God’s Son, the eternal 
d became flesh. In Him we 
God’s revelation; in Him we 
. God’s will; through Him we re- 
» God’s grace. 
te, who is the living Word, left us 
message in Holy Scripture, which 
be preached and taught and read 
translated into Christian life. 
That Word is not meant for a 
t few. That Word is meant for 
vorld. Thus St. Paul, in citing the 
hecy of our text in his stirring 
1 chapter of Romans, declares that 
Word of the Gospel has gone 
1 into all the earth and its words 
o the ends of the world.” 
“he world-wide mission of the 
ch and the universal preaching 
ie Gospel began its thrilling course 
1e Day of Pentecost. On that day, 
1 the disciples were gathered in 
om at Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit 


> upon them in cloven tongues’ 


fire, and they felt His presence 
that of a rushing, mighty wind. 
ugh Him they received the power 
‘oclaim the Word to the assembled 
ags in Jerusalem, and by His 
2 some 3,000 were baptized. 

[The mighty work begun on Pen- 
st has continued till this day. The 
d has overcome every obstacle, 
ived every peril, conquered every 
For it is the Word of the living 
. Heaven and earth will pass 
7, but His Word endures forever. 


Tuomas COATES 


LY Bui 120.5 6 


And Jesus Said 


“Eloi, Eloi, lama  sabachthani? 
which is, being interpreted, My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” Mark 15:34 


H ere, as in the Gethsemane prayer 
of Jesus, we look into depths 
which our puny minds cannot fathom. 
Can we imagine that Jesus was really 
forsaken by His heavenly Father, who 
twice in a voice from heaven had 
declared that this was His beloved 
Son, with whom He was well pleased? 
Of one thing there cannot be any 
doubt: to be forsaken by God is the 
most dreadful thing that can happen 
to anyone. It means that God has 
abandoned such a person to the forces 
of evil, to Satan and his cohorts, and 
permits them to do their worst toward 
the sufferer; it means to be plunged 
into the pangs of hell. How can such 
a thing befall the Son of God, the one 
human being in the universe who was 
totally without sin? 

Let us not forget that the words 
of Jesus are the opening sentence of 
the 22d Psalm, which gives us a pic- 
ture of the suffering and dying Mes- 
siah. When we approach the scene of 
woe with this fact in mind, then 
a glimmer of the basic truth will fall 
into our confused minds: what is tak- 
ing place on Golgotha is not some- 
thing haphazard, the sudden eruption 
of a volcano of inconceivable misery 
and wretchedness, of human malice 
and attacks of demons, but it is the 
fulfillment of prophecies that were 
voiced many centuries before. 

From Psalm 22 we turn to Is. 53:6, 
“All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned everyone to his own 
way, and the Lord has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all.” We need not 
venture further; here is the explana- 
tion of the deep matter confronting 
us as we view what is blackest in that 
dark scene —the God-forsakenness 
suffered by Jesus. On Him have been 
laid the transgressions of mankind: He 
is truly the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world. He suffers 
what we have deserved. Instead of 
endeavoring to make what happens on 
Golgotha comprehensible to our curi- 
ous intellect, let us rather fall on our 
knees and say: “My sins have caused 
the holy Son of God to be abandoned 
to the agonies of hell; it is 1 who ought 
to hang on that cross. O God, have 
mercy on me! Lord Jesus, I embrace 
Thee as my Substitute, my Redeemer.” 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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“Inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the 
world.” MATTHEW 25:34 


esus is the Kingdom of God in per- 
J son. The Kingdom is therefore 
both present and future; for, as we 
confess Jesus as “Very God of Very 
God... who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost,” so 
we in the same breath confess: “And 
He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the quick and the dead, 
whose kingdom shall have no end.” 

Jesus speaks of the Kingdom as 
having come in His person; He speaks 
just as emphatically of the Kingdom 
to come. He associates the Kingdom 
with “that day,” the Last Day, both 
dreadful and glorious, of which the 
Prophets had spoken (Matt. 7:21, 22). 
He connects the Kingdom with the 
resurrection of the dead: Gentiles 
shall come and feast with the risen 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 8:11). 
Jesus predicts that He shall drink a 
glad new wine with His own, beyond 
His cross and grave, “in my Father’s 
kingdom” (Matt. 26:29). Jesus likens 
the Kingdom to a field of good grain 
ripening toward the harvest, and “the 
harvest» is the end of the world” 
(Matt. 13:39). And the blessed words 
“Inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” 
(Matt. 25:34) are spoken by the Son 
of Man at the last Judgment. 

Christ has redeemed us that we 
might live under Him in His kingdom: 
that is a blessedness now which points 
beyond itself to a perfected blessed- 
ness to come. Our lives are a music 
whose peer’ is faith: “The king- 
dom of God is. . . righteousness, and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost” 
(Rom. 14: 17). But the signature of 
this music is at the same time hope: 
our lives are strained and_ tensed 
toward that day when we shall join in 
the. great cry: “We give Thee thanks, 
O Lord God Almighty, which art and 
wast and art to come, because Thou 


’ hast taken to Thee Thy great power 


and hast reigned” (Rev. 11:17); 
toward that day when we shall see the 
Christ whom we now love unseen and 
shall know triumphantly what we now 
hold to in the dark by faith: “And 
He shall reign forever and ever” 
(Revie 15): 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


Pentecostal Grace 


Pentecost is a day of never-to-be-forgotten power. 
A handful of people gathered in Jerusalem were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost. They proclaimed the Word with 
power. Three thousand sinners listened and were con- 
verted. New souls were added to the church daily. 
A mighty missionary movement was ushered in. 

Are we who have been made members of the Kingdom 
by God’s Holy Spirit actively promoting this missionary 
movement? Are we measuring up to our responsibilities? 
Are we alert to our opportunities? Or are we hindering 
the gracious Spirit from doing His full work even in our 
own hearts? Are we letting self interfere? Are we re- 
luctant to make sacrifices of time and means to help widen 
the Gospel front? Are we perhaps locking the doors of 
our hearts to Him by neglecting the means of grace? 

Pentecost should be for us a day of thanksgiving as 
well as a day of repentance. God has been good to us, 
but must we not say that we have not responded as we 
ought? We need to pray for a large measure of Pentecostal 
grace and a greater missionary spirit. 


Who Gives the “Increase”? 


A Christian who through the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit possesses a hallowed joy and a peace which 
surpasses all understanding is a zealous missionary. Firm- 
ly convinced that only the Christian Gospel can bring a 
like blessing to non-believers, he cannot but speak of the 
things which he has seen and heard. He is under divine 
compulsion to heed his Lord’s command issued shortly be- 
fore His ascension: to be His witnesses, to proclaim pardon 
and peace to sin-burdened souls. 

Suppose, however, a believer has been faithful in his 
mission endeavors, has witnessed, perhaps for years, to his 
unchurched neighbors, friends, even members of his own 
family, has impressed upon them their need of a Savior, 
urged them to attend public worship, supplied them with 
religious tracts and books — all seemingly without results. 
Should he become impatient, discouraged, and say, “What’s 
the use?” 

Not so. Let him not create unnecessary difficulties for 
himself. In the face of what seems to be failure, let him 
remember that it is not within his power to turn an un- 
believer into a believer. Creating saving faith in the hearts 
of men rests solely and alone with God’s Holy Spirit. As 
little as a sower can cause an apparently dead seed to 
sprout, develop, and bring forth fruit, so little can one who 
witnesses make spiritually sterile hearts blossom into faith 
in the soul’s Redeemer. The mysterious Power which pro- 
duces life in the kernel of wheat is the same mysterious 
Power which regenerates the flinty soul of unbelief. 

What say the Scriptures? Regarding the growth of the 
great Pentecostal harvest in the first New Testament con- 
gregation: “And the Lord added to the church daily.” “On 
the preaching of the Apostle Peter in the home of Corne- 
lius, captain in Caesarea: “While Peter yet spake... the 
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Holy Ghost fell on them which heard the Word.” Conc 
ing the results of Paul’s missionary activity in Phil] 
Luke writes of Lydia, the first recorded Christian co 
in Europe: “whose heart the Lord opened.” Paul hin 
to the Corinthians: “I have planted, Apollos watered; 
God gave the increase.” 

What encouraging statements for our evangelism 
We are but God’s instruments; He gives the increase. 
testify; He works acceptance. We witness; He opens 
hearts. We proclaim the Gospel; He bestows the blessif! 


The Perfect Church 


The day of Pentecost is commonly regarded as_ 
birthday of the Christian Church. Although the nag 
“Christian” was not applied to the church in Jerusa 
the thousands brought into the Kingdom on that 
formed the first Christian congregation of believers. 

Sometimes people point accusing fingers at profess 
Christians and assert that they cherish no desire to 
with a church that harbors hypocrites. This charge is 
altogether unfounded. The church of Christ has al 
had insincere people in its midst, as the example! 
Ananias and Sapphira in Jerusalem shows. 

We should not hesitate to admit this charge. Howey 
the church is not to blame for insincere people. Assure 
it is not the church’s objective to make imperfect peo 
perfect, but rather to take sinful and selfish people, v 
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are by nature children of wrath, perverse, corrupt, 
inclined to all manner of evil, and by the proclamati 
of the Word bring them under the Holy Spirit’s influem 
that He may sanctify and cleanse them. But there is f 


promise that they will be perfect in this life. Perfecti} 


will not be achieved until we awake in His likeness. 
Trinity Sunday 


| 
Trinity Sunday, May 27, marks the last major . | 
the Church Year. Although the word Trinity does not @ 
cur in the Scriptures, the doctrine is firmly founded 
many passages in both Testaments and is a fundamen} 
and distinguishing article of the Christian faith. One st 
important passage is Matt.3:13. See cover and page : 
Luther says: “Go to Jordan, and there learn the Trinit 
Our Lutheran Augsburg Confession has this mastef 
definition of the doctrine of the Trinity in Article I: “ he 
is one Divine Essence [Being] which is called, and y 
is, God, eternal, undivided, without parts, of infinite powe 
wisdom, and sodness the Maker and Preserver olf 
things, visible and invisible. And yet there are three F ; 
sons of the same essence and power, who are also coeter 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 
All attempts to make this doctrine comprehensibl 
human reason have failed. We can only believe, bow dow: 
and worship: “O holy blessed Trinity: the Father, 
Creator and Preserver; the Son, our Redeemer and L 
the Holy Spirit, our Converter and Comforter; we p! 
and adore Thee!” i 
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Issues Before the St. Paul Convention 


Part | 


" ay and clerical delegates to the 43d 
_, regular convention of The Lu- 

theran Church— Missouri Synod 
ill make many decisions. With a 
iree-year accumulation of recom- 
endations and requests, the dele- 
ates will consider difficult problems 
hich call for farsighted action. 

To indicate the wide range of ac- 
vity staked out for the 28th Delegate 
ynod and some of the many ques- 
ons the convention must answer, the 
lowing issues have been culled 
om the 600-page book of convention 
eports and Memorials. 


Colleges and Seminaries 
eeds 


At the request of Synod’s Survey 

ad Findings Committee, the Board 
x Higher Education solicited from 
ie colleges and seminaries a five- 
2ar projection of their capital in- 
2stment needs. The Boards of Con- 
ol of the several institutions were 
so asked to survey their plant- 
svelopment needs on the basis of 
refined and detailed procedure of 
ampus and plant study and to se- 
re accurate estimates on necessary 
rojects. 

The gross total of all these needs 
as $21,539,800. 

A listing of the requests submitted 
y the three institutions, Concordia 
eminary, St. Louis, Mo., Concordia 
eachers College, Seward, Nebr., and 
t. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., 
ill show the nature of the projected 
ypital-investment needs. 


oncordia Seminary, St. Louis 
ormitory for 210 


SLUGEenTS fee 2 905,000 
brary (40,000 sq. ft.) — 795.000 
napel (seating 1,000) _ 780,000 
dditional boilers _....... 215, 000 
udent Personnel 

Services Building __.. 226,000 
ddition to Graduate 

H eee er 9 265,000 
verhaul of older 

buildings _________. 833,000 
dditional athletic field 106,000 
rives and parking areas 114,775 
partments for married 

SRIOeNtA oo 650,000 

$4,889,775 


oncordia Teachers College, Seward 


ery. for 120 
i A AE $440,000 

Reical Wdueation 
Building 335,000 
ormito: for 120 men 440,000 


nape] pipe organ ____.__ 42,000 
elocation of two frame 

OUISeS eae 8S eT) 14,000 
ompletion of Nebraska 

Hall basement __-..... 19,000 
ampus* extension on 

sou eae 10,000 
ew faculty home 20,000 
aving projects 16,000 


$1,336,000 


[AY 22, 1956 


St. Paul’s College, Concordia 


Dormitory for women _ $245,000 
Remodeling of Biltz Hall 100,000 
Gymnasium alterations 

and additions ___.____. 246,000 
Improvements in Baep- 

fers halite ee 5,000 
Razing of two buildings 

and erection of 

garage and shop ___ 7,000 
Completion of Founders 

Halh 3,000 
Remodeling in dining hall 

to provide sick bay 

ang :elinic? 262 20,000 
Wiring in tunnel system 2,500 

$ 628,500 


On recommendation of the Board 
for Higher Education, the Board of 
Directors authorized projects totaling 
$1,675,000 for the 1956 fiscal year. 
This sum represents approximately 
7.8% of the capital investment needs 
of the synodical schools. 


Problems of Finance 


The Board for Higher Education 
points out in its report that while the 
property value of congregations in 
the U.S. and Canada has since 1934 
increased from $83,881,000 to $440,- 
369,000, a gain of 425%, the valuation 
of Synod’s investment in colleges and 
seminaries has during the same period 
increased from $9,576,000 to $31,302,- 
000, a gain of 227%. 

“There has been increasing com- 
petition for the synodical dollar,” the 
Board states, “and the synodical dol- 
lar, too, has been shrinking in con- 
trasting proportion to the congrega- 
tional dollar, the District dollar, and 
the extrasynodical dollar.” 

To show how educational costs in 
the U.S. have increased, the Board 
for Higher Education cites a recent 
study of 54 state and municipal insti- 
tutions: “In the five-year period from 
1948 to 1953 the average current op- 
erating costs per full-time student 
rose from $492 to $911 for educational 
costs only, or an 85% increase in five 
short school years.” 

Pointing out that congregational 
indebtedness in Synod since 1934 has 
risen from $15,133,000 to $81,000,000, 
the Board asks for a policy to govern 
the procurement of capital funds to 
meet the capital investment needs of 
Synod’s schools — $21,539,800. 

“Specifically, what shall be Synod’s 
policy and practice in regard to its 
colleges and seminaries and _ their 
plant needs in the next period of 
years? Are sporadic major collec- 
tions the only alternative as a source 
of capital funds? Or can intermittent 
inclusion of capital funds in Synod’s 
annual budget be expected to meet 
the continuing problem? Should 
long-range capital debt be incurred 
in times of peak and expanding na- 
tional economic activity?” 
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Current Income and Expenses 


The Board for Higher Education 
recommends that synodical colleges 
and seminaries be held to make the 
current operation of auxiliary enter- 
prises and services a self-financing 
venture. To give initial effect to this 
basic policy, the Board further recom- 
mends that every student in residence 
in a synodical institution be assessed 
a charge of $25 per semester; that 
such revenue be used exclusively for 
major repairs (not remodeling) of 
auxiliary plants and equipment of 
colleges and seminaries; and that this 
levy be made effective for and after 
the 1956—57 school year. 

With 4,810 students enrolled in 
Synod’s colleges and seminaries, this 
charge would provide an annual in- 
come of $240,500. Included in “aux- 
iliary plants, equipment, and services” 
are dormitories, residences of instruc- 
tors, dining halls, student centers, and 
bookstores. 

The Board also recommends that a 
report on the proposed student fee be 
made to the 1959 convention of Synod. 


Senior College 


The Board of Directors in 1954 
granted permission to the Board of 
Control of the Senior College to spend 
$5,200,000 on the new college up to 
June 1956, when Synod would con- 
vene in St. Paul. 

It is recommended by the Board 
for Higher Education that the St. Paul 
Convention ratify the repeated in- 
terim actions taken by Synod’s Board 
of Directors, its Fiscal Conferences, 
and its other boards and agencies; that 
the convention authorize the neces- 
sary funds to expedite the completion 
of this building project; and that 
the convention direct the inclusion of 
the necessary capital funds in Synod’s 
1956 and 1957 annual budget as part 
of the capital funds assigned to the 
Board for Higher Education section 
of the budget. 

It is also recommended by the 
Board of Directors that Synod make 
available the necessary additional 
funds to complete the Senior College. 
According to the Board, “even $7,000, 
000 is comparable with the amount 
spent for the new Seminary in Saint 
Louis, considering the increase in 
prices and the devaluation of the dol- 
lar. 


Memorials on Colleges 


In addition to a recommendation 
by the Board for Higher Edueation to 
acquire sites for possible future cam- 
puses in the West Coast, the South- 
eastern, and the Detroit-Toledo- 


" 


Cleveland areas, the convention will 
act on specific proposals made in the 
form of memorials: 


That Synod consider the establish- 
ment of a preparatory school on the 
junior college level or the expansion 
of the Senior College to a four-year 
school to serve the area embraced by 
the Central District; 

That Synod construct and main- 
tain a junior college within the ter- 
ritory of the Michigan District; 

That Synod establish a junior col- 
lege in the Southeastern area; 

That the Board for Higher Edu- 
cation plan and establish a prepara- 
tory college in the Southern Cali- 
fornia area, with a view to providing 


MINISTERIAL CALLS 


t gives us much joy to recognize 

that the Lord has again given a 

large number of persons to serve 
as pastors and teachers in our be- 
loved Synod. The assignment meet- 
ing of April 24 and 25 also directed 
attention to several trends worthy of 
note. 

It was encouraging that only one 
direct call came for a ministerial can- 
didate this year. Our congregations 
are learning that candidates are a gift 
of the Lord to the church and that 
the church through its properly con- 
stituted Assignment Board is to make 
the first assignment of these young 
men. This co-operation is very help- 
ful to effective placement of our can- 
didates. 

A resolution of the Assignment 
Board urged calling boards to con- 
sider the advantages of calling from 
the field. Whether it be in some 
away-from-home mission work or 
some specialized work in our own 
nation, the conviction is that experi- 
ence in the field as pastor is important 
and rounds out the individual more 
‘completely. This would tend to make 
the work done by such more effective 
even in a specialized field of service 
to the church. It has been found ad- 
vantageous to the training of our 
ministerial students to assign them to 
work in the full pastoral activity. 
Even requests. for vicars in special- 
ized fields have been decreasing at 
a noticeable rate. The assignment of 
a vicar involving considerable teach- 
ing in school and a minimum trair- 
ing in other pastoral activities has 
been discontinued. 

More attention was given to the 
supervision of vicars. This has 
brought about two considerations. 
One is that vicar requests, where the 
supervising pastor lives at a distance, 
are carefully considered before the 
vicars are assigned. We must remem- 
ber that the year of vicarage is an 
in-service training and that the 


10 


terminal facilities at a central location 
on the West Coast; 

That Synod study the possibility of 
introducing at Saint John’s College, 
Winfield, a four-year ministerial pro- 
gram which would include the senior 
college years; that Synod authorize 
the introduction of an optional third 
year of teacher training; and that 
Synod begin to make the prepara- 
tions for the establishment of a full 
four-year teacher-training course for 
women at Winfield; 


That the course offerings at Con- 
cordia College, St. Paul, be expanded 
to include the third and fourth year 
of teacher training on the college 
level; 


young worker is to be given primary 
consideration. If he is on his own 
too much and does not receive guid- 
ance and supervision, then his train- 
ing will not be as well directed as it 
should be. By the same token the 
supervision itself needs to be studied. 
Favorable consideration was thus 
given to the inauguration of a vicar 
supervisors conference. At such a 
conference, supervisors would be 
briefed so as to make them more 
effective in directing the in-service 
training of our ministerial students. 
The aim is to make the in-service 
training of one year, as now required, 
more effective. 
W. H. Meyer 
Chairman of Preliminary 
Call Committee 


TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS 


he Board of Assignment, meeting 

April 24—25, 1956, at the Lu- 

theran Building in St. Louis, Mo., 
had before it a total of 649 calls and 
applications for teacher graduates and 
supply students. To fill these posi- 
tions, there were 442 persons avail- 
able, leaving 207 unsupplied teaching 
positions. There were 167 calls for 
136 men graduates, a margin of 31 
calls; and there were 482 applications 
for 306 women graduates and two- 
year men and women students, a 
margin of 176 applications. Women 
graduates of River Forest and Seward 
numbered 103. Of the two-year peo- 
ple, who numbered 203, River Forest 
furnished 29 men and 30 women; 
Seward, 8 men and 39 women; while 
the following preparatory colleges 
supplied women only: Winfield, 38; 
St. Paul, 34; Concordia, 9; Portland, 8; 
Fort Wayne, 7; Edmonton, 1. 

The total of calls and requests re- 
ceived was larger. There were 172 
calls for men, but 5 were canceled, 
leaving 167. There were 523 applica- 
tions, but 41 were canceled, leaving 
a balance of 482. Total calls and re- 
quests received, 695. 
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of instituting a fifth year (graduate)#} 
at Teachers College, Sew. 
ard; 
That Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, be authorized to initiate 
in the near future a “fifth year” grad— 
uate program leading to the Master’s 
degree; 

That Synod eliminate the hight} 
school departments from its prepara-#}i 
tory schools and use the faculties and 
facilities of these departments for the 
junior colleges; and 

That Synod establish a_ third 
teachers college (recommended by} 
Synod’s Board for Parish Education). 


(To be continued) 


These calls and requests do not§), 
constitute the total teacher need. Inj} 
1955, the total need was 940. Synod}. 
furnished 427. Congregations had to | 
find an additional 513 teachers (55% 
of the need). This year the total need| 
is expected to be 980. Synod has} 
furnished 442 in this year’s assign-| 
ment. But not all these will go into! 
our elementary schools. One goes to 
the college at Selma, Ala.; one to New 
Guinea; 8 to our various colleges as J 
instructors, and 5 to our Lutheran 
high schools —a total of 15, leaving) 
427 assigned to elementary schools. jj 

We are again grateful to the Lord } 
for these teachers; but, oh! how we 
should plead for a greater supply, 

A. C. STELLHORN 
Secretary of Schools ¥} 


LWML Officers: Seated, |. to r.: 
president, Mrs. Walter Hoppe; 
Mrs. Arthur Preisinger; second vice-president, 
Mrs. William Fischer. Standing: Financial 
secretary, Mrs. L. S. Kenyon; recording secre- 
tary, Mrs. F. A. Eggert; retiring treasurer, 
Miss Hilda Trarbach; corresponding secretary 
Mrs. John Luecke. Not shown is the newly 

elected treasurer, Mrs. E. C. Lehman 


LWML CONVENTION 


arrying out the three objective 

of the Lutheran Women’s Mis- 

- sionary League — missionary ed=_ 
ucation, missionary inspiration, ant 
missionary service — was the concer 
of its 319 delegates and officers wh« 
met in convention at the Shirley-Sa- 


Hotel in Denver, Colo., April 20 


ew projects totaling $145,000 
voted by the delegates as fol- 
chapel and student center in 
nto, Canada, $70,000; school in 
9a, Guatemala, and chapel and 
1 in Chile, $25,000; and chapel 
yarsonage in Havana, $50,000. 
1e Northwest District of the 
[L was granted permission to di- 
into two districts: one for Ore- 
and the other for Washington. 
le convention theme, “Occupy 
Come,” was emphasized by Rev. 
I. Hellbusch, President of the 
‘ado District of Synod, in his ser- 
at the opening service. It was 
stressed by, Mrs. Arthur Prei- 
r, LWML president, in her report. 
presenting the comparative 
th of the League since its organ- 
n in 1943, she gave the latest 
tics: 36 districts, 4,095 congre- 
nal societies, and an individual 
bership of 166,328. The newest 
y is Concordia, Caracas, Vene- 
, and the most recent district to 
fhe League, Manitoba-Saskatch- 


lucation and inspiration were 
d from the addresses by Dr. 
W. Behnken, President of 
d, speaking on “The Ideal Mem- 
f the LWML”; by Mrs. W. J. 
er in her message of “Women 
ng in Japan Missions”; from 
Theo. Gerken’s Bible study, 
> Is the Answer”; and from the 
rks of Miss Olive Gruen on For- 
n missions and Rev. Edwin Ner- 
n Lutheran World Relief. 
ie Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, 
,eague’s official publication and 
ing tool, currently issued in 
10 copies, is to be distributed to 
embers at the expense of the 
ct. The League encouraged 
- distribution of the Quarterly, 
yst to be taken from the districts’ 
share of mite-box receipts. 
sports on Bible Study Advance 
Christian Growth showed a 
-warming response to these pro- 
s, which are planned to inspire 
2ran women to deeper consecra- 
ind greater service in the Lord’s 
lom. 
1 official League pledge was 
ed, as written by Rev. Harry 
e at the time the LWML was 
ized in the Northern Illinois 
ict in 1938. 
istors serving as counselors are 
R. T. Eissfeldt, Peoria, Ill., Pas- 
erken, La Grange, IIl., and Rev. 
ian Sieving, Crookston, Minn. 
lis was a delayed 1955 conven- 
The next regular biennial con- 
on will be held in St. Paul, 
4 1957. 
>Jaines, Ill. 
osa, Wis. 


Maset WARNKE 
Mrs. Luoyp H. Goetz 
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Rain at East Corinth, Vt. 


PRAY FOR RAIN 


many sections of our country the 

land is dry this spring, and the 

grain fields -are suffering. Some 
people worry about it. Others go 
down on their knees and pray. Jesus 
once said, “Ye have not, because ye 
ask not.” It is possible that during 
the prosperous years God gave us, we 
have forgotten how to pray. Maybe 
we have been taking God’s blessings 
for granted. Maybe we have de- 
pended more on our land and our 
own work than on God. We need 
more than good farmers and good 
machinery to produce a crop. We 
need more than good fertilizer and 
good seed. We need much more than 
rainmakers. We need, above all 
things, penitent, humble Christians, 
who know how to work not only on 
their fields but also on their knees, 
who will pour out their hearts to the 
Almighty and implore His gracious 
blessings upon our land. 

God wants to give us rain; but He 
also wants us to pray for it. If all the 


_ Christians of The Lutheran Church — 


Missouri Synod would unite their 
voices in prayer and knock at heav- 
en’s door with their supplications, 
what a powerful impact that would 
make upon the heart of our merciful 
God! Perhaps there would be no 
drouth if there were more praying 
Christians. God would have spared 
Sodom and Gomorrah if He had 
found ten righteous people in those 
cities. 

If God is interested in such un- 
important things as the numbering of 
the hairs of our heads, then certainly 
He is more interested in giving us 
the things necessary for our welfare, 
such as moisture for our fields. If God 
watches over the sparrows, then, 
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surely, He is much more interested in 
watching over us, His children, whom 
He has redeemed with the precious 
blood of His only-begotten and be- 
loved Son Jesus Christ, and He will 
want to give us the things that are 
necessary and good for our daily liv- 
ing. God has even promised to give 
us rain if we penitently pray for it. 
In 2 Chron. 7:13, 14 we read that God 
gave Solomon this promise: “If I shut 
up heaven that there be no rain... 
if My people, which are called by My 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek My face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” 

At one time the Lord withheld 
rain from the land of Samaria be- 
cause His people were following the 
idol Baal. For three years there was 
no rain, and the land was parched. 
But after the prophets of Baal were 
killed and the people again turned 
to the true God, rain came in abund- 
ance. 

God can send rain, just as He can 
avert death and destruction by light- 
ning, tornadoes, earthquakes, and 
floods. But He wants His people to 
pray for His blessings. 

God may have good reasons for 
withholding His rain even when His 
people pray for it. Jesus taught us 
to pray, “Not My will, but Thine be 
done.” To the Christian a drouth is 
one of the trials by which his faith in 
God should be strengthened and his 
trust deepened. God always gives us 
what is best for our spiritual and 
eternal well-being. Hardships and 
afflictions will draw the true Chris- 
tian ever closer to his Lord. We 
should also remember that He can 
take care of us even without rain, 
just as He provided for the Israelites 
for 40 years in the desert. 

Often He withholds rain and other 
blessings because His people are in 
danger of becoming worldly. Never- 
theless, He always deals with us in 
love. In good years, as well as in 
poor years, in times of prosperity and 
in times of adversity, “all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to His purpose.” 

The privilege of prayer gives us 
access to the almighty power of God, 
to the infinite love and grace and 
mercy of God, to the inexhaustible 
riches of God. And when we need 
rain, let us humbly and penitently 
and confidently ask Him for it in our 
prayers. Why not have more fre- 
quent services of humiliation and 
prayer in our churches? God has 
promised to hear our prayers and heal 
our land. “The effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 


much,” P. UNTERSCHULZ, Pastor 
St. John’s Church 
Battle Creek, Nebr. 
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THE 18TH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION. OF THE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, held at 
Glenelg, South Australia, March 8—14, drew more than 100 pastors, 200 delegates, and 300 


visitors from Australia, New Zealand, and New Guinea. 


Three men (wearing dark suits) in the 


front row are (I.—r., beginning fourth from center aisle): President, Dr. Cl. E. Hoopmann; Vice- 
President, Rev. W. H. Paech; and Secretary, Rev. C. E. Zweck. The man with the walking stick, 
fifth row on the opposite side, is Dr. O. Nichterlein, former editor of the Australian Lutheran, 
the only person in the assembly who has attended all 18 triennial coriventions. 


Dr. Theodore A. Bretscher, lec- 
turer, writer, and teacher now in 
charge of education at the school for 
Motor Rehabilitation of the Cerebral 
Palsied, Pompano Beach, Fla., is the 
author of “My Strange World of 
Cerebral Palsy” in the May issue of 
Better Homes and Gardens. 

The family doctor pronounced 
Theodore Bretscher dead at birth and 
laid the breathless infant on the floor. 
His grandmother bathed him. “With 
the grace of God, I gave out a yell,” 
Dr. Bretscher said. Born with cere- 
bral palsy, he was unable to speak, 
read, or write until he was 23 years 
old. Despite serious handicaps, he 
received three degrees, including his 
Ph. D., from the University of Cin- 
cinnati. Out of his phenomenal mem- 
ory he dictated his doctor’s thesis. 

“Tf you notice someone grimace 
frightfully in an effort to speak, don’t 
conclude he is an idiot. Despite ap- 
pearances, the man may be extremely 
intelligent and capable. Your aware- 
ness of that— and of what you have 
learned in this article — will tele- 
graph itself to him,” Dr. Bretscher 
tells his readers. 

He is the son of the late Rev. Carl 
A. Bretscher, Zion Church, Wausau, 
Wis., and the brother of Dr. Paul M. 
Bretscher, professor at the Saint Louis 
Seminary. 


Rev. Eugene F. Gruell, pastor of 
Good Shepherd Church, McAllen, 
Tex., will go to Havana, Cuba, July 1, 
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Synod’s Secretary of Latin American 
Missions, Rev. Harold A. Ott, an- 
nounced. Also in Havana are Revs. 
Fred Pankow and Blas Serrano. 
Pastor Gruell, who has been in 
Spanish-American mission work, will 
leave with his wife (the former Esther 
Bretscher of St. Louis) and children 
on July 1 for Cuba, where he will re- 


place Rev. Herman J. Glienke, who - 


will move to the Isle of Pines. 


Activities marking the 75th an- 
niversary of Concordia College, Mil- 
waukee, reached a climax in a mass 
jubilee service in the school’s gym- 
nasium, April 22. Dr. Arnold H. 
Grumm of Fargo, N. Dak., Second 
Vice-President of Synod and a 1912 
alumnus of Concordia, preached the 
festival sermon, “Possessing a Great 
Heritage.” 

“Our spiritual heritage,” he said, 
“is more precious than gold or ura- 
nium or iron ore. ... Here is God 
taking the gleaming white righteous- 
ness of Christ and imputing it to men. 
... This is a dynamic, explosive reli- 
gion and heritage. It is the heritage 
of grace that is exhilarating and up- 
lifting. .... This heritage offers men 
peace which only God can give. . . 
Boldness in witnessing to the great 
heritage that is ours, rising to even 
greater heights today than in the past 
to possess this heritage by preserving 
it in all its glory and by giving it to 
millions whom it can bless, this 
should be our ongoing program.” 
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of the Evangelical Lutheran Ch 
of England, March issue, stated 
at the mission in Sunderland “P 
Sunday marks the second adult 
firmation. ... The addition of 10 
members will make possible the | 
mation of the first English Luthel}, 
Church in the North.” i 
A branch Sunday school of §}, 
Tottenham church is conducted }}, 
a woman in her home, where an 
rollment of 28 children “may — 
lead eventually to Holy Trinity’s ff} 
child: a mission in Kingsmead E 
Homerton.” 
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A BRAILLE COPY OF “PORTALS OF PRAY 
No. 140, first edition in Braille, was preser 
by Mrs. Madeline Bruening, librarian in © 
od’s Lutheran Library for the Blind, St. lt 
to E. A. Rieman, 48, blind industrial e 
ment agent, who is a member of Emm 
Church. Blind for 30 years, he has wo | 
tne iast 10 years in the Office of Vocatic 
Rehabilitation, Services for the Blind, St. 
He is a member of the Board of Stewar 
his congregation. 
Production of the 1,800 copies of the 5 
11X13%2-inch, 44-page Braille edition 
a co-operative project, financed join 
Concordia Publishing House and the Lufl 
Library for the Blind, which is distrik 
copies free to those on its mailing list. 
The June issue of Portals of Prayer, 
by Revs. Roger L. Sommer, Herman A. 
and Albert W. Galen, is the first of S 
popular daily devotional booklet — pub! 
seven times a year, with a current Cif 
tion of 720,000 — which has been pro 
in Braille. ; 
Anyone wishing to contribute toward m 
more numbers of Portals of Prayer avi 
in Braille, and in talking-book form ft 
blind who cannot read Braille, should 
gifts to Publication and Talking Book 
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jef 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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i 
jections raised by the Holy 
_of the Greek Orthodox Church 
recently issued royal decree 
‘izing the creation of a Free- 
Institute of Greece were trans- 
_ by Archbishop Dorotheos of 
s to King Paul. The purpose of 
stitute is to establish and direct 
gmnal Masonic lodges in Athens 
cher Greek cities. 

e Orthodox leaders, who claim 
1e Masonic movement has been 
ag in Greece, contend that it 
ses” the church. Three Ortho- 
riests’ organizations and a lay- 
body have petitioned the gov- 
nt to revoke the law recogniz- 
‘eemasonry because it is “anti- 
ic and anti-Christian.” 


e general press coverage of the 
ng of Grace Kelly and Prince 
r III of Monaco was termed 
vagant and vulgar” by the 
weekly paper of the Roman 
lic Archdiocese of Boston. The 
ial said: “The young American 
ho married a prince, if we may 
from a distance, was a very at- 
re and intelligent export whose 
srs and mien were certainly a 
to her native land. Unhappily, 
ported, too, even if only tem- 
ly, a great batch of noisy in- 
‘tents who were supposedly 
ing’ the story. Aside from the 
few informed and well man- 
among them, they were about 
fortunate an export product as 
uld have gathered together to 
a true American impression. 
laid aside their vicious little 
columns, or they abandoned 
red humor of their fresh and 
it TV shows and they set their 
ferretlike minds to work to find 
matters to comment upon, to 
t, to judge, and to patronize.” 


RST CLASS OF ADULT CONFIRMANDS 
ceived into membership at Good Shep- 
utheran Chapel, Honolulu, April 22. 
the direction of Wilbur C. Cain (stand- 
ird from left) of the Springfield Semi- 
. mission conducted its first services 
stmas Day, 1955. The Sunday school, 
December 4, now has an average at- 
se of nearly 60. Worshipers include 
of many races — Hawaiian, Caucasian, 
, Japanese, Filipino, and various com- 

Rev. William H. Hillmer (second from 
issions Secretary, was in Hawaii on an 


visit. 
22, 1956 


Rev. O. C. Schroeder on May 11, 
completed 45 years in spiritual min- 
istrations to the deaf and blind. In 
that time he organized seven deaf 
congregations, served 68 preaching 
stations in 12 states, called regularly 
at 11 state schools 
for the deaf, one city 
school, and Gallau- 
det College in Wash- 
ington, D. C. From 
1926 to 1951 he also 
edited the Deaf Lu- 
theran. Since 1927 
he has edited Syn- 
od’s_ literature for 
the blind, the Lu- 
theran Herald, the 
Braille Bote, and 
since 1939 the Braille 
Messenger. Under 
his direction, friends transcribed 
about 1,000 books into Braille to 
establish the Lutheran Library for 
the Blind, now in St. Louis. 

Pastor Schroeder is now serving 
the deaf-blind in the Greater Chicago 
area. Born in Dashwood, Ontario, 
Canada, March 28, 1886, he has been 
a minister for 47 years. 


Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Gevers, Robert, Concordia, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
as institutional missionary in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by H. H. Backs, April 15. 


PASTORS 


Rev. O. C. 
Schroeder 


Commissioned: 


Heidinger, John R., for the Mandan mission, 
N. Dak., by Pres. B. G. Mueller, April 8. 


Installed: 

Baldwin, Richard E., Grace, Caldwell, Idaho, 
by O. G. Winterstein, April 15. 

Biel, Robert P., Grace, Dallas, Tex., by Hugo 
A. Hannusch, April 15. 

Bischoff, Lester L., Hope, Highland, IIl., by 
W. L. Stellwagen, April 15. 

Clausen, Martin H., St. Paul, R.2, Shawano; 
Zion, Gresham, Wis., by W. A. Uttech, 
April 15. 

Eifert, Willard H., Christ and Bethany, Fort 
Saskatchewan, Alta., Can., by W. C. Eifert, 
April 22. 

Frese, Royden, Zion, Athol; St. John, Kensing- 
ton, Kans., by Walter H. Seefeldt, April 22. 

Hoffmann, Otto J., St. Peter, Lebanon, Wis., by 
M. A. Bertermann, April 22. 


Jensen, William, West Keene Chapel, West 
Keene, N.H., by Dr. Louis H. J. Henze, 
April 8. 


Juengel, Kurt E., Trinity, Fort Scott, Kans., 
by T. H. Offerman, April 22. 

Klein, Herman, Concordia, Steamboat Springs, 
Colo., by Warren H. Wille, April 8. 

Krahenbil, Albert, St. Paul, Oliver; Grace, 
Osoyoos, B.C., Can., by Albert F. Reiner, 
April 15. 

Lichtsinn, Edmund W., Christ, Noblesville, 
Ind., by Otto R. Schlegelmilch, April 15. 
Liske, Lowis H., Trinity, Torrington; St. John, 
Trochu; St. Paul, Grainger, Alta., Can., by 

E. B. Fox, April 8. 

Mensing, G. E., Holy Cross, Spokane, Wash., 
by Norman C. Meyer, April 15. 

Meseke, Gilbert F., St. Paul, Buckeye, Iowa, 
by B. W. Bruch, April 15. | 

Nieting, Edmund P., St.John, Island Lake, 
Ill., by Herbert H. Heinemann, April 22. 

Otto, Reuben, St. Paul, Cascade, Wis., by Ed- 
win Suelflow, April 22. 

Roschke, Walter E., Bethany, Naperville, I1., 
by R. H. Bekemeier, April 8. 
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Schramm, Norman W., Lutheran Church of 
the Redemption, Bloomington, near Minne- 
apolis, Minn., by Pres. H. A. Gamber, 
April 8. 

Schroeder, Edward H., First Lutheran, Long 
Beach, Calif., by N. C. Mueller, April 22. 

Spaude, Emil H., Olive Branch, Coon Rapids, 
Minn., by W. H. Sutterer, April 22. 

Stengel, Paul H. C., St. Paul, Winslow, Nebr., 
by Ernest Eckhardt, April 15. 

Symank, Walter H., Gethsemane, Chalmette, 
La., by Miles S. Gebauer, April 22. 

Tietjen, John H., Calvary, Leonia, N.J., by 
Cc. S. Kulow, April 15. 

Ullrich, Adolph E., Good Shepherd, Frankfort, 
Ill., by Herman P. Meyer, April 15. 

Warneke, A. C., St.John, Villard; Trinity, 
Grove Lake; St. Paul, Unity, Minn., by H. H. 
Laabs, April 15. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Haake, Donald, Salem, Elwood, Nebr., by Wil- 
liam G. Landgraf, Jr., April 15. 

Martin, Fred D., The Lutheran Child Welfare 
Association, Addison, Ill., by R. A. Mar- 
quardt, Sept. 4, 1955. 


Fiscal Conference 


The 1956 Fiscal Conference of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod will meet July 31 
through August 2, 1956, at Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis, Mo. The first session will 
begin at 9:30 A.M. (Central Daylight Time) 
on July 31.— W. C. Brirxner, Secretary. 


Committees Appointed for the 
Convention of Synod 


Synod’s 43d regular convention will be held 
at St. Paul, Minn., June 20—30. The opening 
service begins at 10:00 A.M. (C.S.T.) Dr. A. 
H. Grumm will deliver the sermon. 

The first business session of the convention 
begins promptly at 1:30 P.M. in the St. Paul 
Auditorium. 

The By-Laws of Synod, Section 1.27 in the 
synodical Handbook, prescribe the following: 

“The President shall refer all matters which 
are to be presented to Synod to committees 
appointed by him from among the accredited 
delegates and official representatives in order 
to expedite the transaction of business. After 
due consideration of the matters referred to 
them, these committees shall report their find- 
ings and recommendations to Synod. If the 
President deems it advisable, he shall be 
empowered to convene any such committees 
prior to the opening of the convention. Every 
member of Synod shall have the right to 
object to any appointment made to such com- 
mittees. There shall be adequate lay repre- 
sentation on all committees.” 

Complying with these regulations, the un- 
dersigned herewith wishes to announce the 
following committee appointments: 


COMMITTEE NO. 1 
SEMINARIES AND COLLEGES 


District Presidents: Baase (A. B.C.), Beck- 
mann (Argentine), Rippe (Atl.), A. Mueller 
(C. Ill.), Hellbusch (Colo.), Kellermann (Fla.- 
Ga.), Lobeck (Ia. W.), Koehler (Man. & Sask.), 
Zeile (Mich.), Gamber (Minn.), Freiburger 
(Mont.), B. Mueller (N. Dak.), Goetz (N. Wis.), 
Werfelmann (N. Ill.), Homann (N. Nebr.), 
Bensene (N.W.), Rathke (Ont.), P. Mueller 
(S. Dak.), Welp (S.IlU.).— Board of Direc- 
tors: Divisional Committee Number 3 (Boehne, 
Gallmeyer, Grumm) and Number 4 (O. Harms, 
Schlake, Lichtsinn).— Pastors: Am _ End 
(Calif.-Nev.), Katt (Centr.), Tepker (C. Ill.), 
Frey (East.), Buvinghausen (Tex.), Uttech 
(N. Wis.), Fritz (N. Dak.), Piehler (N. Il.).— 
Laymen; Schwermann (A.B.C.), Weinrich 
(Atl.), H. Meyer (Kans.), Detz (S.), Frese 
(Ia. W.), White (Minn.), Johnson (S. Calif.). 
— Teachers: Pohl (N.W.), Lietz (Mich.).— 
Professors: Repp, Koehneke, Beto, A. Meyer. 
— Chairman: Dr. W. F. Lichtsinn. 


Reports and Memorials 101—124; 126 to 
129; 131—136; 613; 1002; 1022; 1024. 


This committee meets at Concordia College, 
St. ras Minn., Friday, June 15 at 9:30 A. M. 
(CoS: Tey 


COMMITTEE NO. 2. MISSIONS 


District Presidents: Behnken (S. Calif.), 
Kohn (S. E.), Hasse (Brazil), Krueger 
(Centr.).— Board of Directors: Divisional 
Committee Number 1 (Bernthal, Buck, H. 


Harms). — Pastors: Ulmer (A. B. C.), Germann 
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HOW TO BECOME A 
BETTER CHURCH MEMBER 


If the church is to come alive with spiritual 
power, there must be clear-cut answers to these 
questions: How can we build the congregation’s 
inner life? How can our congregation come into 
the” possession of a God-pleasing personality? 
How can a congregation move into a new climate 
of spirituality? How can the congregational con- 
science be deepened? How can there be. less 
noise of the machinery and more of the quiet 
working of the Holy Spirit? How can church 
members be led to place a higher value on their 
membership? What are the basic objectives in a 
congregational program? How cana congregation 
magnify the major responsibilities and minimize 
the minor concerns? 


By Carl Walter Berner 


A GUIDE FOR LAY ACTIVITY 


These questions are answered in SPIRITUAL 
POWER FOR YOUR CONGREGATION. 

The book bristles with ideas for the modern 
church program. Believing that public worship is 
the primary function of the Christian congrega- 
tion, he has one thought-provoking chapter after 
another which will help laymen to revise their 
thinking about membership in the kingdom of 
God. Includes scores of concrete suggestions for 
activating Christian stewardship. 

Chapter titles include: Personality of a Chris- 
tian Congregation — What is the Church? — The 
Church a Force, Not Merely a Field — The 
Priesthood and Its Business Meeting — The Secret 
of a Functioning Membership — Women’s Work 
in the Kingdom — plus many others, 

One layman says: “The book makes you think 
big about your membership in the church. It is 
bound to give a deeper and truer loyalty to your 


own congregation and its mission in the world. > 


